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' Celebrating 185 years

December 1841 - The Stratford Agricultural Society formed at the
Shakespeare Inn
1842 - Directors met to draw up a prize list and plan the first exhibition.
| It would be, they decided, in and around the Inn, on adjacent streets and
{ on property that came to be know as Shakespeare Place. Pens were
constructed to house oxen, cattle, sheep and pigs. Horses were tied to
hitching rails. Prize money totalled 20 pounds, five shillings which was
less than $45 dollars at todays exchange rate
1844 - Stallion show, field crop competition, plowing competitions -
horses were given 5 hours to work half an acre and oxen were given 6
1857 - Fair was held on several properties in and around downtown
. Stratford, including Waterloo St. Farmers Hotel (corner of Huron &
‘Mornington) Public Library lands, Downie St., St. Patrick and George St.
' Front & Ontario St.
' 1905 - Fair was cancelled because of conflicting fair date.
. 1912 - Ontario Hydro’s display at the fair was one of the highlights,
| electric power was still a novelty in Stratford

{
L}

{ 1931 - Radio advertising with CJCS to help promote the tug-of-war
' competition
“1929-1933 - Depression years - prize list cut by 10 percent.

1937 - Polio myelitis swept the country - the Ag Society dropped the
;afschool fair classes. Children under the age of 16 were banned from the

}’ fair

I .
R

1941 - Stratford Ag. Society was 100 years old - no formal celebrations
! were put on hold because of the war
' 1951 - Trade show in conjunction with Fair
\ 1961 - Agricultural Complex planned and opened February 10th

i 1991 - There were parades held
© 2009 - Fair held at new Rotary & Agriplex buildings
- 2020/2021 - Covid pandemic - online fair only

| 2022 - First in-person fair after Covid

:

| 2026 - 185" Anniversary of the Stratford Fall Fair



Welcome from the Chair/President

Welcome,

185 years ago, the Stratford & District Agricultural Society was formed in the
Shakespeare Inn in Stratford, where the post office stands today. The members’ mission of
the day was to provide and nurture knowledge for the betterment of agricultural technology and
products that would enhance better bloodlines of livestock, field crops and enhance a better
home life for new settlers that were arriving in Perth County. This is what we strive to do today
in showcasing the many exhibits at our annual Fall fair.

This year’s theme, “City Gardens and Country Fields”, bring both city and rural residents
together through their exhibits and showcasing their many talents. Our theme hopefully brings
inspiration for all the exhibits in the Community Hall through displays of quilts, homecrafts,
culinary and schoolwork.

Please read the prize book for all our planned activities that will be happening over fair
weekend. There is so much to see and do that we suggest you come every day — and it's
FREE!

Enter your hobbies, flowers and garden produce and show everyone your skills. There
is something for all family members to see and take part in. Our Farm to You animals are
looking forward to meeting you, so make sure to stop in and say “hi”!

New this year, are the Four Paws Flying Entertainment — ‘wowsers’!

And taking part, from the past, are the Skeletons of Vivian Line, who remember the
‘good ole days!

I'd like to thank our amazing volunteers for all their energy putting the fair together. We
couldn’t do it without you! Our sponsors are pretty special too! They help to put a smile on
everyone’s face through activities, prize monies, ribbons so that we all can have a free
educational, fun experience with our families and friends.

Thank you all again
Bring a friend, good weather and Enjoy the Fair!
Chair/President

Laurie Neubrand



Welcome from the Homecraft and School Fair Chair

We are thrilled to be celebrating with you the 185 years of this Rural/Urban Connection at the
Stratford Fall Fair! Just as in the past there is much to see and do for the young and young at
heart. Although methods and products have evolved over these many years, it is only through
the hard work and determination of all ages to enter the best of their efforts. We are happy to
showcase these arts, crafts, photos, produce, flowers, antiques, needlework, quilts, baking,
preserves and communications. Perhaps, it is a 4H club or a school class thrilled to show their
skills!

Of course, 185 years does not arrive without the dedication of the Board of Directors of the
Stratford & District Agricultural Society as well as the committed staff, members and the many
volunteers who give freely of their time to continue this tradition.

Many thanks to our community businesses and individuals who generously sponsor our many
classes and activities for all to enjoy.

So come and celebrate with us as we honour our past, are grateful for the present and look
forward to the future as together we participate in “City Gardens and Country Fields” in 2026!

Homecraft/School Fair Chair

Dianne Walkom






