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Texas Longhorn Facts

—

The Texas longhorn is a hybrid breed resulting from a random mixing of Spanish retinto (criollo)
stock and English cattle that Anglo-American frontiersmen brought to Texas from southern and
midwestern states in the 1820s and 1830s.

Texas Longhorns were first brought to Canada during the initial settlement of the Prairies

in 1876. However, their numbers dwindled due to the introduction of British breeds after railway
expansion. Purebred Texas Longhorns were reintroduced in 1969.

They are known for their diverse coloring, long legs, and thick hooves.

Texas Longhorn horns grow continuously throughout the animal's lifespan. The fastest horn
growth during their first few years. For example, they may reach over 50% of their total horn
length by two years of age. After the initial rapid growth phase, the rate of horn growth slows
down considerably. Both the male and female have horns.

Texas Longhorns have long horns for defence. Back in the day, Longhorns certainly used their
horns to ward off predators like mountain lions, coyotes and bears. Today things have not
changed much.

They reach their mature weight in between 24 and 30 months of age and range from 800 to
1500 pounds. Although they are slow to mature, their reproductive period is twice as long as
that of other breeds of cattle.

A female Texas Longhorn is called a cow, and a male is called a bull.

Their gestation is 9 months long. Texas Longhorn cows are known for their protective nature and
strong maternal bonds with their calves.

They are highly adaptable to harsh environments, being drought-resistant and able to survive on
various vegetation. Texas Longhorn cattle eat a wider range of grasses, plants, and weeds than
do most other cattle. Texas Longhorn owners can use pastures that require less fertilizer and
weed killers than owners of other breeds of cattle.

The Texas Longhorn produces a very lean beef (more meat less fat per ounce) and lower
cholesterol.



