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Horse Facts

Canada is home to over 500,000 equines. Equines include horses, ponies, miniature horses,
donkeys, mules, and hinnies (horse and donkey cross).

In Ontario, there are an estimated 53,000 farms that have horses. These farms collectively house
approximately 325,000 horses, averaging about six horses per farm.

Horses are social animals and form strong bonds with other horses and humans.

Horses demonstrate both short-term and long-term memory.

Horses are intelligent animals with strong learning capabilities, social awareness, and the ability
to problem-solve. They can learn complex tasks, respond well to positive reinforcement, and
exhibit emotional intelligence, such as recognizing human expressions and adjusting their
behavior based on human actions.

Horses can hear a wider range of frequencies than humans. Their ears can rotate 180 degrees
which helps them pinpoint the direction of the sound.

Horses have the largest eyes of any land mammal and have nearly 360 degree field of vision.
Horses can sleep while standing up. They utilize a "stay apparatus" — a system of tendons and
ligaments — to lock their legs in place, allowing them to relax and doze without

collapsing. However, while they can achieve light sleep standing, they need to lie down for
deeper, more restorative REM sleep.

The height of horses is measured at the highest point of the withers, where the neck meets
the back. The measurement used is a “hand high” (hh) One hand is 4”, so if a horse measures
“15.2 h” that is 15 hands plus 2 inches for a total of 62 inches in height.

Many horses are owned and managed for recreation, entertainment and sport.

Some horses are used for transportation and farm work, e.g. plowing and harvesting.
Mounted police units still use horses for patrol and crowd control.

Horses are called different names at different at different ages of their lives:

Foal - A horse of either sex less than one year old.

Yearling - A horse of either sex that is between one & two years old.

Colt - A male horse under the age of four.

Filly - A female horse under the age of four.

Mare - A female horse four years old and older.

Stallion - A non-castrated male horse four years old and older.

Gelding - A castrated male horse of any age.

A horse will typically consume 2.0 to 2.5% of its body weight per day. Horses forage on some
pasture, but mostly on dry hay. Approximately 750,000 tonnes of hay is fed to horses in Ontario
every year.

A mare’s gestation is approximately 340 days (11 months). Mare’s typically carry one foal at a
time; however, twins can happen in very rare cases.

Foals can stand and walk within a few hours of being born and can even run within a day.
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