
1. There are more than 800 different breeds of cattle in the world. 

2. There are about 19,000 beef farmers in Ontario, and beef farming can be found in every 

county and district across the province. 

3. There are almost 900,000 beef cattle on Ontario farms. 

4. The Ontario beef industry sustains more than 61,000 jobs. 

5. Canadian farmers developed RFID Tagging.  An RFID (radio frequency identification tag) 

is placed in the ear of each animal so that every animal can be traced back to the herd 

and farm it came from. 

6. Pastures and hayfields used to raise Ontario cattle provide healthy plant biodiversity and 

hard-to-find habitats for endangered and threated species, like the bobolink and eastern 

meadowlark birds.  These areas are home to over 1000 plant, animal and insect 

species.   

7. Grasslands and pastures cared for by beef farmers store approximately 1.5 billion 

tonnes of carbon in Canada and prevent it from entering our atmosphere.  Beef 

production accounts for only 2.4% of our national greenhouse gas emissions in Canada. 

8. Cattle always have access to ample food and water, fresh air, space to move around, 

and shelter from the elements 

9. ALL CANADIAN BEEF IS FREE OF ANTIBIOTICS. 

10.   About 45% of Canadian beef is exported to other countries. 

11.  Beef cattle live in groups called herds. 

12. Cows are female cattle, and bulls are males.  Steers are males that can’t be used for 

breeding. 

13. Cows are typically bred in the spring.  They have a gestation rate of 9 months before 

calving. 

14.  Calves nurse from their mothers.  They are weaned when they are old enough to eat 

grass and grains on their own.  (the calves can weigh upwards of 226-36 kg (500-800 

lbs) by this time) 

15.   Cows are ruminant animals.  Their stomach’s have 4 chambers which help break down 

what they eat. 

16.   An average Ontario beef animal gives us 306 kg (673.2 lbs) of beef. 

17.   Beef is full of essential nutrients and is one of the best sources of high-quality protein 

iron, zinc, and B vitamins.   

18.   The average Canadian consumes 18 kg (39.6 lbs) of beef per year. 

 

 


