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Alpaca Facts

The alpaca is divided into two breeds, Suri and Huacaya, based on its fibers. Huacaya
alpacas are the most common making up about 90% of the population.

Alpacas are members of the camelid family.

Alpacas are visually and genetically like, and often confused with a relative species, the
llamas, however, alpacas are visibly shorter and predominantly bred for their wool.
Alpacas are primarily raised for their luxurious and soft fiber, which is prized for its
warmth, lightweight feel, and hypoallergenic properties.

Adult Alpacas are shorn once a year. The prime fleece comes from the “blanket area”
which is across the back, upper sides and rump.

An Alpaca produces an average of 6 — 10 Ibs of fleece per animal. The “blanket area”
makes up approx. 4lbs.

Fleece weight increases with coarseness and density, so a fine dense fleece may weigh
the same as a loose, coarser fleece. The finer the fleece the more valuable it is.

The fiber comes in a variety of natural colors, from white to various shades of brown,
gray, and black.

The first alpacas arrived in Canada in the late 1980s. Prior to 1987 the only Alpacas in
Canada were in zoos or game farms.

The first large importation, consisting of alpacas originally imported from Chile, landed in
Canada on January 2, 1992.

. Alpacas are herd animals and need at least one other Alpaca for company.
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Adult Alpacas generally weigh between 110 and 200 pounds.

Alpacas are approximately 3 feet high at the shoulder and 5 feet high at the top of their
head.

They are hardy animals with a life span of approximately 20 years.

Alpacas are induced ovulators, meaning you must have both a male and female together
prior to breeding.

Their gestation period is 11 2 months.

Baby Alpacas are called cria and typically weigh 6.3 kg to 11/3 kg (14 — 25 Ibs) and are
almost always born in daylight hours. This is an adaptation to life on the altiplano, where
nights are cold).

Cria are weaned at approximately 6 months of age.

Alpacas are modified ruminants that have 3 chambers in their stomach and chew their
cud.

Alpacas eat pasture grass, hay or silage. They need to eat 1-2% or their body weight
per day.



